History Undergraduate Course Descriptions: Spring 2017
For more information on any specific course, contact the instructor. For questions about major or
program requirements, contact the undergraduate adviser, Dr. William Meier (w.meier@tcu.edu).
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ADRN 20101: Make Your Major Work! How to Get a Real Job with your B.A.
15:30-16:50 MW (first 8 weeks of the semester) C. Sanders
In this course, students will work with Terrence Hood, Career Advisor for AddRan College of
Liberal Arts, to learn to market themselves effectively to perspective employers. Students will learn to
articulate the skills and abilities that they possess; the skills and abilities that employers look for.
Upon completion of this course students will have a polished resume and cover letter, a working
professional portfolio, and will have practiced their interview skills.
HIST 10203: Origins of Western Civilization: Europe to 1348 (HT, HUM)
12:30-13:50 TR

M. Kirkland

This course will explore the path of European history from the origins of civilization to 1348. Its
principal elements include the early societies of Mesopotamia, Egypt and Israel, the political and
cultural contribution of Greece and Rome, the rise of Christianity and Islam, the characteristics of
the medieval world, and the Black Death.
HIST 10213: The World Expanded: Europe 1348-1789 (HT, HUM)
14:00-15:20 TR

M. Kirkland

This course will explore the history of Europe in the early modern period, bracketed by the Black
Death and the French Revolution. Principal themes include the artistic achievements of the
Renaissance, the expansion of education and literacy, the invention of the printing press, the religious
conflicts of the Reformation, the growth of centralized nation-states, the dramatic discoveries of the
Scientific Revolution, and the creation of a global framework for the European experience.
HIST 10223: Modernization and Its Discontents: Europe 1789 to the present (HT, HUM)
11:00-11:50 MWF
14:00-15:20 TR

C. Sanders
C. Sanders

A survey of the history of Europe in the 19th and 20th centuries, in which we see the development of
the political, social and economic systems that characterize the modern world. This is also a period
that has been dubbed "the age of extremes," in which Western civilization achieved some of its most
glorious and its most barbaric feats: world wars and weapons of mass destruction, spectacular
technological advances, history's greatest ideological conflicts, the collapse of empires, unprecedented
social and economic progress, and a dramatically accelerated rate of change in all areas. We will
focus on the common heritage and themes that make it possible to speak of 'European' history, while
at the same time developing an appreciation for regional and cultural variations. The course will
identify, explore, and define the developments of modern European history, question why they
happened, and evaluate their impact.
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HIST 10603: United States History: A Survey to 1877 (HT, SSC)
11:00-11:50 MWF J. Steplyk
13:00-13:50 MWF J. Steplyk
18:30-21:10 W
W. Watters

9:30-10:50 TR
11:00-12:20 TR
12:30-13:50 TR
14:00-15:20 TR

G. Cantrell
K. Stevens
M. Wilson
M. Wilson

Review of the evolution of the American nation from the discovery of the New World to the end of
the Civil War era, with emphasis on major forces shaping its development. Readings, course
requirements and course design vary with the individual instructor.
HIST 10613: United States History: A Survey from 1877 (HT, SSC)
8:00-8:50 MWF
9:00-9:50 MWF
10:00-10:50 MWF
11:00-11:50 MWF
12:00-12:50 MWF
13:00-13:50 MWF

B. Hill
T. Kerstetter
T. Kerstetter
L. Bartlett
L. Bartlett
A. Klooster

9:30-10:50 TR
12:30-13:50 TR
14:00-15:20 TR
15:30-16:50 TR

S. Woodworth
B. Winslow
B. Wibracht
C. Murtagh

Review of the emergence of the American nation through the transitional crises of the past hundred
years, with emphasis on the roots of movements persisting into the modern period. Readings, course
requirements and course design vary with the individual instructor.
HIST 10713: Multicultural America Survey (CA, HUM)
9:30-10:50 TR

C. Menchaca

A thematic survey of the making of the United States from a multicultural perspective. Spanning the
precolonial era to the present, the course includes units on Native Americans, African Americans,
Asian Americans, European immigrants, and Latinos/as--analyzing the different groups
comparatively and in relationship to one another. In addition to history, the course includes elements
of Critical Race and Ethnic Studies and explores the intersections between race/ethnicity, class,
gender, and sexuality.
HIST 10813: Introduction to the Modern Middle East
11:00-12:20 TR

H. Hammad

14:00-15:20 TR

H. Hammad

This survey course is an introduction to the history, politics, culture and societies of the modern
Middle East. The central issue is the major transformations of the last two centuries. We will focus
on the domestic, regional and international forces that have shaped contemporary Middle Eastern
realities. To understand how and why the Middle East changed from a relatively peaceful region into
a radicalized environment, we will study particular Middle Eastern countries and the regional
experience with European imperialism, authoritarian rule, the challenges of social and economic
development, the rise of political Islam, the Arab-Israeli conflict, oil, and the role of the United States
in the region.
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HIST 10923: Latin American History: The Colonial Period (CA or HT, HUM)
8:00-8:20 TR
14:00-15:20 TR

A. Hidalgo
A. Hidalgo

This course explores the history of Latin America from Columbus to independence. We will
consider the implications of Spanish and Portuguese expansion in the Americas including the fall of
the Aztec and Inca empires, the Colombian exchange, the spread of Catholicism, the African
diaspora, rituals of rule and popular resistance, race and society, piracy and imperial rivalries,
networks of trade, and revolutionary movements of the early nineteenth century. Students will study
first-hand accounts to assess the strategies used by institutions and individuals to negotiate aspects of
governance and everyday life. Through a combination of lectures, discussions, and written
assignments you will gain important analytical and research skills to evaluate multiple and often
conflicting sources of information. View a teaser for this course: https://youtu.be/x78uBiUoGgM
HIST 10933: Latin American History: The National Period (GA or HT, HUM)
9:00-9:50 MWF

P. Szok

This course focuses on the region’s development from the 1820s to the present. Students will study
the aftermath of independence, Latin America’s insertion into the global economy, the impact of
modernization on society, and the region’s experimentation with various political models, including
conservatism, liberalism, populism, neo-liberalism, and revolution. Special emphasis will be placed
on culture, with analysis of music, film, art, literature, and dance. Students should expect to be active
participants in class and to prepare readings for every session. They will examine documents and
debate materials with their colleagues, and they will take essay-based exams and complete several
small papers.
HIST 10953: Asian Civilization since 1700 (CA or HT, HUM)
11:00-11:50 MWF

P. Worthing

This course is an introduction to the history of modern East Asia from approximately 1700 to
1989. It will focus on the major political, economic, cultural, religious, and intellectual trends in
China, Japan, Korea, and Vietnam. Students in this course will pursue a greater knowledge and
understanding of modern East Asian history and civilization through a combination of readings,
lectures, videos, discussion, and writing assignments. Readings include Katsu Kokichi, Musui’s Story,
Richard Kim, Lost Names, and Le Ly Hayslip, When Heaven and Earth Changed Places.
HIST 30013: The Roman Republic and Empire
9:30-10:50 TR

M. Kirkland

In the first millennium B.C., a settlement of Latin-speaking people established themselves on the
plain of Latium. They built one of the great civilizations of antiquity, as they conquered not only the
Italian peninsula, but the Mediterranean world. When the Roman people in Latium overthrew the
early monarchies, they established the Roman Republic (rule by the senate), a form of government
that served them well for almost five centuries. How did the Romans build such a dynamic
civilization? As some historians have argued, it was about timing - they made the right decisions at
the right time. They were also practical. Incorporating the ideas, culture and technology of
conquered peoples into their own culture, they strengthened the Republic. In return, they extended
their expertise in administration, conquest, law and warfare by spreading Roman culture and
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institutions into the territories of subject people. They practiced an inclusiveness that extended
Roman citizenship to many of the conquered. We will also consider the challenges that the Roman
state faced and the limitations of their power, as a series of civil wars tore the Republic apart,
senatorial power declined, and Rome was transformed into one of the greatest empires in history.
When Augustus established his principate (rule by emperors), peace returned to the Roman world.
Although civil and foreign conflict erupted periodically, the Empire survived until 476 A.D., when
the Visigoth Odoacer seized the imperial throne and the once powerful Roman Empire in the west
was carved into a number of smaller Germanic kingdoms. What caused the fracturing of the Roman
Empire? Was it the “barbarian invasion,” Christianity, social upheaval, or something else? Finally,
why did the Western Empire fall, while the Eastern Empire survived for another millennium?
HIST 30073: Internship in Public History
Contact Dr. Meier for details.
HIST 30153: Junior Honors Tutorial
Contact Dr. Meier for details.
HIST 30243: Spain: From Columbus to Franco (CA or HT)
9:00-9:50 MWF

Dr. J. Campbell

The history of Spain in many ways follows the general currents of western European civilization. At
the same time, however, its mix of Celtic, Roman, Visigothic, Arabic, African, Jewish, Muslim, and
Catholic elements have combined (and often conflicted) to create a history that is truly
unique. Those searching for relevant historical lessons will find rich material in the history of the
Iberian peninsula: the legacy of religious cooperation and repression, the rise and fall of an empire,
experiments in absolute monarchy and constitutional government, the tension between the desire for
national unity and the recognition of regional differences.
This course will focus on Spain at the height of its power as a world empire in the early
modern period (1500-1800). The first and final weeks of the semester will frame this period in a
larger perspective, beginning with the Romans and ending with the present day. We will consider
Spain’s culture, politics, and society in the context of its creation out of a collection of small medieval
kingdoms recently freed from Islamic rule, its rise to the status of the greatest world power in the
early modern period, and the collapse of this empire in the nineteenth century. Along the way, we
will gain an appreciation for the many contributions of Spanish culture, from Don Quixote to
bullfights to the paintings of Goya.
HIST 30633: Women in European History (WGST, WEM)
14:00-15:20 MW

Dr. C. Sanders
“Married persons owe to each other fidelity, succor,
assistance. The husband owes protection to his wife, the
wife obedience to her husband.”
--The Napoleonic Code (1804) Book I: Title I:Chp. VI, Art.
212 & 213

In HIST 30633 students will students will explore the
experiences of women in the history of Europe from 1789
to the present. Many of the topics and events will be
familiar, the French Revolution, industrialization, the
women's movement, the Russian Revolution, the World Wars, and the Cold War. In reviewing these
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topics and events, students will meet revolutionaries, mothers, wives, workers, feminists of all sorts,
flappers and victims of state oppression. Students will read what women said about themselves, their
experiences and their situations, as well as what others said about women. Critical to this course will
be the interplay between what society mandated as appropriate for women, and the reality of
women’s lives.
HIST 30723: Women in the Middle East (CA or RT; WEM)
17:00-19:40 W

Dr. H. Hammad

This course examines the position, contribution, cultural representation and socio-economic status of
women in the Middle East from the advent of Islam to the present with particular focus on the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. By tracing women's legal status, sexuality, morality, family and
social life, and female economic and political participation, this course seeks to shed light on the
history of women in predominantly Muslim societies to challenge the notion that Muslim women
have always been passively static and segregated in the Harem. The goal is to show how gender
divisions and roles have been changing and dynamic over time. After an introduction to theoretical
perspectives and debates on gender and women in the Middle East and Islam, the first section of the
course deals with the early history of Islam and explores the much-debated question of the origins of
gender inequality in Islamic societies. The second part examines the medieval and pre-modern
periods and investigates women's actual place in society, as opposed to the idealized version, and
discusses the question of the harem and the influence of women in political life. The third, and
longest part of the course, covers the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. It addresses the challenges
posed by the impact of the West, the effects on women and female reactions to the challenges of
imperialism and modernization and the rise of different types of feminisms, including state and
Islamist feminisms. The final section addresses questions relating to the “return” of Islam in postcolonial Middle Eastern states and its repercussions for women in dress, employment, and morality.
In addition to scholarly studies, the course benefits from fiction and documentary films and public
literature to see how Middle Eastern public culture has defined and debated gender divisions amidst
rapid political, social and economic changes.
HIST 30943: The Spanish Borderlands
12:30-13:50 TR

C. Menchaca

This course examines the economic, political, and cultural dimensions of the Spanish and U.S.Mexico borderlands since the 16th century. As a dynamic geographical space involving many groups-Native, Mexican, Chinese, African- and European-descent Americans, etc.--the borderlands were
frequently sites of cross-cultural exchanges, negotiations, collisions, and contestations of power. In
less than half a century, the region that is now the U.S. southwest transferred from a Spanish empire
to a Mexican republic to an American sovereign. These shifts were accompanied by transformations
in demographics, economic, political, racial, and gendered systems. We will explore these
transformations in populations and institutions to consider the various borderland paradigms
(middle-ground, frontier, borderland, bordered land) and their continuous production. We will
make visits to local borderland socio-cultural sites.
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HIST 30970/POSC 31003: Topical Studies in History: TCU Justice Journey: Latino/a Civil
Rights Struggle
9:30-10:50 TR

M. Krochmal & E. Farris
This course, co-taught between History and
Political Science, surveys the history of the
Chicano/a Movement and the expansion of
Latino/a political power, with a focus on
immigration issues across time. The immersion
experience trip during Spring Break will stop in
Austin, San Antonio, and South Texas, which are
important to the Chicano/a Civil Rights
Movement, Latino/a politics, and immigration
rights. Participation on the tour is required for the
class. The trip cost is included in tuition.
**Student must apply online for permission to
register for this course by October 28th at
http://tinyurl.com/tcujusticejournelatino

HIST 30993: History of Mexico (GA, WEM)
12:00-12:50 MWF

D. Coerver

The course provides students with an insight into the evolution of Mexico’s political, economic, and
social institutions over the last two centuries and how that evolution compares/contrasts with that of
the United States. The course encourages students to think analytically about the problems facing a
“developing country” and to evaluate the problems associated with Mexico attempting to develop
next door to the most powerful and influential country in the world. Students will explore why
Mexico’s natural wealth—especially oil in more recent years—has not been converted into long-term
economic growth and a general improvement in the standard of living.
The writing-emphasis aspect of the course involves the writing of three book reviews of
approximately six pages each. The three reviews together account for 30% of the total grade. There
will also be two major essay exams worth 70% of the total grade.
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HIST 40623: Jefferson, 1789-1828 (HT)
9:30-10:50 TR

G. Smith

Why does the U.S. have a peaceful transfer of political power every four
years?
Much of what we hold near and dear about the United States—including the belief in our
fundamental rights under the Constitution, the expectation of a peaceful transference of
power from one political party to another without violence and bloodshed, the belief in
civilian control over the military, the conviction that the U.S. would survive as a nation—
developed during the critical period from 1789-1828. WHY?

The Constitution did not guarantee that the
country would survive. In fact, the U.S. found
itself confronting a host of enemies, both
internally and externally. Thomas Jefferson’s and
Alexander Hamilton’s visions for the future vied for the
nation’s support. European powers watched with
anticipation that the American experiment would fail. Yet
the U.S. established precedents and governmental stability,
surviving even in the face of potential revolution and
conspiracy. Through the words and actions of the
participants, students will discover the decisions that shaped the future of the United States.
HIST 40673: US from 1941 to 1975 (HT)
18:30-21:10 M

W. Watters

The United States emerged from World War II as one of two world superpowers. The programs of
the New Deal, combined with the nation’s participation in the war, brought an end to the
Depression and ushered in a period of tremendous economic growth combined with significant
changes in all aspects of American life. This course will begin with an examination of America’s role
in World War II and then focus on the major political, social, economic and foreign policy factors
that influenced the nation’s post-war transformation both at home and abroad. Major topics/themes
to be covered will include America and the Cold War, the consumer culture of the 1990s, the space
race, civil rights, and the 1960s counterculture. We will analyze the politics of the era including the
major accomplishments of the presidents of the period as well as significant influences and changes
to the nation’s political system. We will focus on the foreign policy issues of the day with special
attention paid to the U.S. role in both the Korean and Vietnam conflicts. The course will end with
an in-depth examination of the Watergate scandal and the significance it had as America moved
toward her bicentennial in 1976. Students should be prepared for exams as well as readings and
discussions over primary and secondary sources. There will also be short papers that will incorporate
primary and secondary documents as well as course lecture and discussion.
HIST 40803: Medicine & Public Health
18:30-21:10 T
W. Arnold
An examination of medicine and public health in the United States with emphasis on social and
cultural factors.
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HIST 40823: U.S. South since 1865 (HT, WEM)
14:00-15:20 TR

R. Sharpless

The American South has always had a history apart from the rest of the U.S., a result of climate,
geology, and people. During the U.S. Civil War (1861-1865), eleven southern states sought to
become a separate nation with the guarantee of legal slavery. That attempt failed. This course will
investigate the ways in which the South has become reintegrated into the United States since 1865
and the extent to which it continues to stand apart.
HIST 40833: The American Presidency (CSV)
14:00-15:20 TR

K. Stevens

This course examines the history of the American Presidency from the beginning of the nation to the
present. We will look at how the office of the presidency was created, how it has evolved, and how it
still reflects the original vision of those who wrote the Constitution. Students will gain an
understanding of the major themes and issues in presidential history and the broader historical forces
that shaped them. One goal of this course is to fulfill the citizenship and social values component of
the TCU Core Curriculum by giving students the opportunity to develop “a capacity for informed
participation in civic discourse and decision-making.” You will also develop skills in historical
interpretation, the use of primary sources, and historical analysis and interpretation.
HIST 40843: The Vietnam War (HT or GA)
12:00-12:50 MWF

P. Worthing

This course deals with the Vietnam War in the larger context of modern Vietnamese history, with an
emphasis on the period since 1862. It examines such topics as the impact of colonial rule, the rise of
Vietnamese nationalism and communism, and the French and American wars in Vietnam. This
period of Vietnamese history involves many of the ideas and forces that shaped the twentieth
century: nationalism, colonialism, revolution, communism, capitalism, nation building, and the Cold
War. Required readings include Mark Lawrence, The Vietnam War, Ngo Vinh Long, Before the
Revolution: Vietnamese Peasants under the French, Philip Caputo, A Rumor of War, Seth Jacobs, Cold War
Mandarin, and Bao Ninh, The Sorrow of War.
HIST 40893: War and Gender in American History
14:00-15:20 MW

K. Vuic

In early 2016, the US Department of Defense announced the removal of all combat restrictions on
women’s service, and Congress continues to debate whether this change should result in women
being required to register for Selective Service. This course will end with a discussion of these
questions but will begin by examining their long
history. Thus, this course considers the American
war experience through the lens of gender. Whether
by shaping military policies regarding women and
men in uniform, framing individuals’ experiences of
battle and the homefront, or coloring postwar
popular understandings of war, gender norms and
ideologies have been important, though often
unacknowledged, frameworks of war. As such, we
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will examine the ways ideas about manhood and womanhood have shaped wartime experiences,
investigate the functions of gender and sexuality in war making, and consider the ways wars have
shaped homefront and peacetime gender norms. Students will read several books, articles, and
personal memoirs, and will complete a semester-long research project on a related topic of their
choosing.
HIST 49903: History Major Seminar: Mesoamerican Antiquities
11:00-12:20 TR

A. Hidalgo

Before and after the arrival of Europeans in the
New World, the civilizations of Mesoamerica
developed sophisticated and vibrant cultures
that left a deep imprint on world history.
Students in this spring’s History Major Seminar
will craft research papers utilizing material
remains—sculpture, painting, books, codices,
jewelry, architecture, feather work, and other
artifacts—to think about the way objects travel
across time. Research papers may historicize
the life of jade mask among the ancient Maya,
trace Aztec codices across European courts in
the early modern period, analyze Mexican
nationalist efforts in the nineteenth century to appropriate the pre-Colombian past, or examine the
international black market thirsty for antiquities. Common readings will draw from the history of
museums, archeology, ethnohistory, and art history as well as social and cultural history.
View a teaser for this course.

TCU Core Curriculum Codes:
SSC - Social Sciences
HUM - Humanities
HT - Historical Traditions
GA - Global Awareness
CA - Cultural Awareness
LT – Literary Traditions
WEM – Writing Emphasis
CSV – Citizenship and Social Values

